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“READING THE WORLD ALWAYS PRECEDES READING THE WORD,

AND

READING THE WORD IMPLIES CONTINUALLY READING THE WORLD.” 

PAULO FREIRE
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Contextualisation Versus Decontextualisation

Paulo Freire explains this by 
saying that if someone 
teaches Portuguese, they 
must teach the use of 
accents, subject-verb 
agreement, verb syntax, noun 
cases, pronouns, and 
personal infinitives. However, 
as Freire said, language is not 
just rules and syntaxes. 
Language can be a means or 
a vehicle to understand what 
is happening. 3

◼ Decontextualized settings 
refer to assessments that 
are isolated from what is 
happening out there (e.g., 
locally and globally). In 
contrast, contextualized 
settings refer to 
assessments presented 
within the context in 
which they would 
naturally occur (real 
world).



An Example
A statement by UNICEF says “Every 5 minutes, a child dies because of 

malnutrition.”

◼ For example, a conditional statement could be: "If we invest in 

comprehensive nutrition programs, then we can significantly reduce the 

number of malnourished children." 

This statement illustrates a cause-and-effect relationship, which is central to 
understanding the implications of math, like numbers and percentages, and 
articulating them effectively in a local/global problem (Context) such as to 
SDG3 (Health and Well-being).

Let’s transfer the conditional statement into a math problem

A community is considering investing in a comprehensive nutrition program 
to address malnutrition among children. Currently, there are 1,200 children 
in the community, and it is estimated that 30% of them are malnourished.

If the investment in the nutrition program is expected to reduce the number 
of malnourished children by 40%, how many children will still be 
malnourished after the program is implemented?
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The steps in solving the math problem

◼ Step 1: Calculate the current number of malnourished 
children.

◼ Step 2: Determine the expected reduction in the number 
of malnourished children after the program.

◼ Step 3: Subtract the expected reduction from the current 
number of malnourished children to find the final number 
of malnourished children after the program.

◼ Solution Steps:

1. Current malnourished children: ( 0.3 \times 1200 = 360 )

2. Expected reduction: ( 0.4 \times 360 = 144 )

3. Remaining malnourished children: ( 360 - 144 = 216 )

◼ Answer: After the program is implemented, there will still 
be 216 malnourished children in the community.
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Comments

◼ By using conditional statements, we can express the 
potential outcomes of our actions or inactions related to 
health and nutrition. Such statements empower us to 
envision the impact of our decisions and engage in 
meaningful discussions around SDG 3. 

◼ Learning to articulate these connections fosters a deeper 
understanding of language and quantitative concepts, 
which are critical in advocating for global policies to 
improve child health and nutrition.

◼ This connection between math, language, and SDGs 
strengthens learners' analytical abilities and language 
skills, enriching their capacity to communicate and 
advocate for change.
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Contextualizing through the DeCoRe+ 
Methodology 
https://www.rcecrete.gr/sdgstools/
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The Theoretical Underpinning of the DeCoRe 
plus Curriculum Design & Development

◼ Active Learning

◼ Critical & 
Transformative 
Pedagogy

◼ ExConTra Paradigm 
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The 6 Pillars of Learning
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The 10Cs Model
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Curriculum and Hypermedia (Topics Before 
Deconstruction)

◼ A curriculum and hypermedia course could encompass various topics, blending 

educational theory with practical technology applications in learning 

environments. Here are some potential components that could be included in 

such a course:

◼ 1. Introduction to Curriculum Theory

• Overview of curriculum development theories (e.g., Tyler's Objectives Model, 

Taba's Grassroots Model).

• Historical perspectives on curriculum design and education models.

◼ 2. Understanding Hypermedia

• Definition and hypermedia components, including text, audio, video, and 

interactive elements.

• Differences between hypermedia and traditional media.
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A shorten example of course 
modules
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